
Catalyst Reviewer Rubric 
 

Criteria  Excelling  Developing Reviewer Comments 

Objective or 
Argument 

A clear thesis or hypothesis is 
stated and consistently defended 
or supported throughout the 
manuscript. 

A clear thesis or hypothesis is not 
yet stated and/or is not yet 
consistently defended or supported 
throughout the manuscript. 

 

Framework, 
Background, and/or 
Literature Review 

An Appropriate framework for 
topic is provided, including 
background resources. 

An appropriate framework for topic 
is not yet provided, and/or no 
background resources included. 

 

Methods, Techniques, 
and/or Modes of 
Research  

The approach to finding 
resources, conducting 
experiments, interviews, surveys 
or lines of questioning, or how 
they acquired other evidence is 
clearly articulated and justified. 

The approach to finding resources, 
conducting experiments, 
interviews, surveys or lines of 
questioning, or how they acquired 
other evidence is not yet clearly 
articulated or justified. 

 

Integration of 
Research Sources or 
Evidence Sources 

Research sources or evidence 
are coherently synthesized to 
support argument or hypothesis. 
Sources are cited appropriately. 

Research sources or evidence are 
not yet coherently synthesized to 
support argument or hypothesis. 
Sources are not yet cited 
appropriately. 

 

Findings and/or 
Conclusions  

Manuscript includes strong and 
clear conclusions that are 
supported by the research and 
evidence cited. 

Manuscript does not yet include 
strong and clear conclusions that 
are supported by the research 
and evidence cited. 

 

Citations & 
Attributions 

Outside resources are cited 
appropriately within the 
manuscript and in the 
references. 

Outside resources are not cited 
appropriately within the 
manuscript and in the references. 

 

Grammar, 
conventions,  
and writing 

The manuscript is polished and 
free of errors in grammar, 
conventions, and writing. 

The manuscript is not polished 
and contains errors in grammar, 
conventions, and writing. 

 

Franciscan Mission The work upholds the Catholic 
Franciscan Mission of Neumann 
University and the RISES values 
are demonstrated in the research 
process and manuscript. 

The work does not yet uphold the 
Catholic Franciscan Mission of 
Neumann University and/or the 
RISES values are not yet 
demonstrated in the research 
process and manuscript. 

 

 


